
Message from the 

Principal 
 

 

What better way to spend my last few days at Wellsway School 
than seeing off Year 11 and Year 13 in their Celebration Assemblies 
and brunch/ shirt signing? It was humbling to have so many staff 
get together for a socially distanced farewell on the school filed 
yesterday, and to listen to our Director of Education Gary Schlick’s 
words saying what a great position Wellsway School is in at the end 
of my tenure here, this week is most definitely about the students. 
Year 13’s Leavers’ Breakfast saw the sun come out and felt a fitting 
send off for the year group. It was funny to reflect on the fact that just over two years ago, we’d 
had Sky News broadcasting live from Wellsway for that year group’s bumper GCSE results – testa-
ment to the hard work of the year group and the input they’d had from staff – and what a different 
experience they have had this year with their qualifications. The year group have been absolutely 
amazing in their resilience and positivity – they will have learnt so much through the challenges 
they’ve faced and I have no doubt will be all the stronger for it. It was lovely to have so many Year 
8s excitedly watching their send-off through the windows of Mendip Hall on their way to lessons 
and to hear them say that’ll be them in just five years’ time – a rite of passage for Wellsway Sixth 
Form!  

 

Year 11’s Celebration Assembly this morning was slightly less warm in terms of the weather, but no 
less warm in terms of emotions – the year group were perfectly behaved and showed themselves at 
their best throughout the morning. They too have had a disrupted couple of years across such a key 
part of their education, but the effort and perseverance they have shown both in their remote 
learning and on return to school shows quite what a successful next stage of their education they 
should have. It’s wonderful that so many will be returning in September and we are so excited to be 
already planning for their return to Wellsway Sixth – with some new additions to the Common 
Room and to their Enrichment Programme. We are desperately hoping for the Prom to go ahead in 
July and updates will be going out to students across next term about this and other developments 
such as Year 12 Induction, Hoodies and YearBooks. It has been a pleasure to have had so many stu-
dents making such an effort to thank you the staff who have worked so hard to ensure their year 
has been as positive as possible under the challenging circumstances. 
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Year 7 Parent/Carer Eve 

Thursday 17th June 
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Message from the Principal cont: 
I’d like to finish with an example of the kindness and respect that I have been talking about with staff and 
students across the last fortnight – where three of our students (Rob, Max and Tomas) supported a father of 
a young girl who was involved in a traffic accident earlier this week. I wasn’t at all surprised to hear how car-
ing and supportive these boys were in this situation, but it absolutely is what we should celebrate with stu-
dents and the community. It was also a relief to hear that the child is doing OK and our thoughts are with 
her and her family. 

 

Signing off my last Ammonite entry with an example of our brilliant students understandably is a pleasure, 
but also tinged with sadness as it has been a pleasure leading the school to the place it is in now and seeing 
so many students leave equipped for a fantastic future. But it isn’t really farewell, as I remain within the 
Trust at Bedminster Down School and so I will continue to hear of Wellsway’s journey and am sure there will 
be many future collaborations and staff development opportunities that being part of the Trust allows.  

Matthew Woodville 
Principal 

 

 

Message from Mr Cooper and Ms Francis, Acting Principals 
As you will be aware from Andrea Arlidge’s communication earlier in the year, we will be Acting Principals in 
Term 6 alongside our current roles as Vice Principals in the interim period before Mr Pearsall joins us as 
Principal in September. We are in regular communication with Mr Pearsall who is incredibly excited about 
joining our community in September and meeting our wonderful students and staff.  

Lots of planning has already gone into next term, especially for what we are able to reintroduce as govern-
ment restrictions relax, such as summer concerts, trips and practical lessons in Key Stage 3 subjects, as well 
as for the next academic year, such as the school production. One change that we will be making from the 
start of Term 6 is reducing the amount of staggered breaks and lunch times we have – so that Year 7 will 
have break and lunch at the time Year 11 would have had theirs. This will mean that Year 7 break will start 
at 11.05am and lunch as 1.35pm – which will not only support their transition to Year 8 and the normal 
school times, but also mean they won’t have Period 2 and Period 4 disrupted by a break or lunch mid lesson 
– a welcome relief for all! Tutors will be explaining the new times to tutees on Monday morning on the first 
day back, and giving details of changes to where Year 9 will now have break and lunch – on Lansdown 
Courts rather than Mendip. 

We wish families a great bank holiday and half term holiday – take the time to rest and hopefully we’ll all 
have some warmer weather to enjoy and the field will have a chance to dry out for Term 6! 

Dave Cooper and Sophie Francis  
Acting Principals 
 



 

 

The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub  
 

Drop in to ask a question or enquire or   

Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator  

amillard@wellswayschool.com    

Or 

 Wellsway MAT Careers Advisor  
mmillard@wellswaymat.com  

 

You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access  
here 

Year 7 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening—17th June 2021 
Booking opens 7th June 

 

The Year 7 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 17th June. This 
event will use a new application called School Cloud, which we have successfully used re-
cently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users to 
book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communica-
tion. 

Full instructions on using this application and how to log have been sent via Insight, and 
we will open for booking from 4pm on Monday 7th June. If you have any questions, 
please email insight@wellswayschool.com 

A very special mention to three students who acted quickly and calmly 
when they encountered an accident on the way home from school last 

Friday.  Rob and Max in Year 11, along with Tomas in Year 11 at IKB called 
an ambulance and waited with the people involved. We are so proud! 

Well done guys! 

A very special mention 

mailto:amillard@wellswayschool.com
mailto:mmillard@wellswaymat.com
https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers%20update%20%2021.05.21.pdf


A reminder that extra-curricular clubs in PE will change after half-term and we will be doing Athletics. We will 
also be running an additional Year 10 GCSE Dance opportunity (for current year 10 GCSE Dance students) and 
a year 9 dance club, open to all year 9 students and especially for those who have shown an interest in GCSE 
Dance for next year. Students do not need to sign up in advance, just need to turn up on the day with their PE 
kit. When they arrive, they should line up by the astro to wait for the changing rooms to be vacated and 
cleaned from the previous lesson. Activities will run until 4:15pm. 
 

Monday – Year 10 GCSE PE – Athletics 

Tuesday – Year 7 Athletics 

Wednesday – Year 8 Athletics & Year 10            
         GCSE Dance  

Thursday – Year 9 Athletics 

Friday—Year 9 Dance 

 

Learning an instrument 
 
It's not too late to sign up to learn an instrument in Term 6.  
  
Please click here to sign up 
 
We're delighted to confirm that all our instrumental, and singing teachers, are now back teach-
ing face-to-face.  Despite recent challenges, we have had 76 students learning an instrument or 
having singing lessons this academic year.  BANES Music Hub continues to offer both face-to-
face lessons, or online if you prefer. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSSummerLessons2021


 

 

If a student arrives at school and they are missing an item of uniform then it is  

always helpful to have supply of spare essentials that we can lend out. There is no  

obligation of course but any donations would be much appreciated.  

If you could send them into Mrs J Cumner, Student Support that would be fantastic. 

 

During this term students in years 7 to 10 have explored the theme of 'Changing me', whilst year 11 have 
looked at 'Relationships'.  

Session content for week commencing 17.05  

     Year 7: Real self and ideal self 
     Year 8: Pornography and understanding relationships 
     Year 9: Resilience 
     Year 10: Gender and sexual identity 
 Year 11: Power imbalances in intimate relationships  
 
Session content for week commencing 24.05  

     Year 7: Mind set planning and adolescent brain changes 
     Year 8: Alcohol and associated risks 
     Year 9: Alcohol and associated risks 
     Year 10: Physical and emotional changes 
     Year 11: Power imbalances in intimate relationships  
 
Mrs Joseph 
Teacher of Science and Psychology 
PSHE Subject Lead 



During these sessions we will explore how parents can support their 
child's learning using GCSEPod with information around: 
 
*       How to access Pods; 
*       Using the Learning Activities to enhance and embed knowledge; 
*       Podbooks and how to quiz your child; 
*       What to expect if your child is given homework on GCSEPod; 
*       Check & Challenge and self-assessment; 
*       Hints and tips on home learning 
 
 
 
Registration is required and can be accessed: 
 
https://www.gcsepod.com/podup-presents-webinars/ 
 
Please click on this link for parent's page which hosts incredible support guides and 
useful information on how to get the most out of GCSEPod:  
https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/ 
 

“

https://www.gcsepod.com/podup-presents-webinars/
https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/






Lots of surprises for Mr Woodville this week from staff and students.  A huge thankyou to Miss 
Lloyd for allowing her year 7 class to make goodbye cards.  On Tuesday he was called to Miss 
Lloyd’s classroom to what he thought was to address bad behaviour, but in fact they had all 
made goodbye cards.  He talked to them about how strange it has been for them since starting 
with us in September, the fact they haven't yet seen the whole school or met all the staff.  
Hopefully this will change in September and they will get to experience exactly what school 
life is like at Wellsway. 
 
Thanks also to Ms Ross, Matthew’s Executive Assistant for arranging a week of surprises and 
for making the most amazing cake!  From all the staff at Wellsway goodbye Matthew and good 
luck at Bedminster Down School. 

“ 





 
A huge congratulations to Adam Leeper and Josh Nicholls who 
competed in round 1 of the International Maths Olympiad Chal-
lenge at the end of April and has successfully made it through to 
round 2. The competition is a new one for Wellsway students to 
enter as it is run by an organisation based in Florida, USA. Good 
luck to you all for round 2. 
Mrs Tabor 

All of Year 7 were lucky enough to  
experience the Explorer Dome with 

special on Monday and Tuesday.  We 
were treated to a wonderful visual 

journey through the solar system with 
music composed for a string  

quartet.  It was heartening to hear the 
students' reaction to both the music 

and the visuals, our thanks to the  
Explorer Dome and New Music South 

West. 



Holly in Year 13 made an Oriental changing screen for her final A Level art/textiles piece. The frame is 
beautifully painted black wood and has silk painted panels. Holly took inspiration from the Japanese 
block printing artist Hokusai.  

Miss R Davies 

    Jean and Darcy raising money for charity 
On Saturday 5th June 2021 Jean Butler and Darcy Alexander will be walking 13 miles from BRISTOL TO BATH in 
order to awareness & raise money for OFF THE RECORD. This valuable service provides local counselling and sup-
port for children, teenagers and young adults to support mental health and wellbeing. The girls are doing this as 
part of their BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH. If anyone would like to support them you can follow this link to their 
Just Giving Page.  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jean-and-darcy 
https://www.offtherecord-banes.co.uk/whats-up-grid 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jean-and-darcy
https://www.offtherecord-banes.co.uk/whats-up-grid


Ski Trip 2022 

 

This is advance notice that we are planning a ski trip, for students who are currently in Year 9, for the half 
term holiday of February 2022.  The trip will 
return to the popular Paso Tonale resort in 
Italy.  We are speaking with our travel pro-
vider PGL to finalise arrangements and will 
be sending the full details via Insight in Term 
6 once we are in a position to launch this 
exciting trip.  At this point we are able to tell 
you that we anticipate the trip will cost in 
the region of £1200 and a £150 deposit will 
be required to apply for a place.  Watch this 
space! 

Mrs Rogers 

Iceland 2022 

 

A letter has now been emailed to all Year 12 students, parents 
and carers regarding the wonderful trip planned to Iceland.  This 
trip is open to all students currently in Year 12 at Wellsway 
School, SBL Academy and IKB.  This trip is particularly suitable for 
those studying A Level geography.  The deadline 9.00am, Thurs-
day 10th June .  If you have any questions about this trip please 
speak with Mrs Hazell or Mr Evans in Geography. 

Mrs Rogers 



  
 

The show will take place on 13th-17th February. The show is 
set in London in 1976; and tells the story of an ambitious and 
talented hopeful, Jack, and his ‘burning’ desire to make it in 

the music industry. Famous songs include, I Will Survive! 
Blame it on the Boogie; Disco Inferno; Staying Alive! 

Could it be Magic? Spirit in the Sky.   We don't just need 
actors, singers and dancers - we also need musicians, a 

backstage team, a tech team, people to makes costumes, 
help with make-up etc.  Every student at Wellsway has 
been sent a powerpoint on their notices on Insight with 
further details.  We want as many people to be involved 

as possible and would encourage anyone who is interest-
ed to get involved. 

 

Don't be shy! Year 12 - Thursday 1st July 3.15pm 
Year 11 (who are returning to Year 12) - Monday 5th July 
Year 10 - Monday 21st June 
Year 9 –  Wednesday 30th June 
Year 8 –  Wednesday 23rd June 3.15pm 
Year 7 -   Thursday 24th June 3.15pm 
 

We will confirm the location of the auditions as soon as we can, along with further details about the  
audition process. 


